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The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write
legibly and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be
returned unless stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended
Jor the issue of any particular inonth should reach the Committee
before the 15th of the previous month.

—— ——

Sale, Collection, and adjustment of Fishery Rentals.

The Government in G. O. No.251 L. A.dated February, 1st 1941
have, by an amendment of rule 159 for the conduct of business by
Local Boards, ruled that only in the case of tanks (meaning other
.water sources also) which are provided by Local Boards and belong
to them, the right of fishery shall be auctioned by the Local Boards
concerned and tHe rentals shall be collected by them and credited to
their funds. Even with regard to tanks (1) which vest in local
boards as sources of drinking water and (2) which vest in local
boards but which are neither sources of drinking water nor irrigation,
the Government have ruled that the right of fishery shall be auc-
tioned by the officers of the Revenue Department or by such other
agency as may be determined by the Provincial Government
from time to time and that the sale proceeds shall be credited
to the Provincial Government. Amounts which are creditable to
Local Boards shall be assigned to them in such manner as may be
laid down by the Provincial Government from time fo time.

Since Act XV of 1920 was passed, the Local Government, in order
to help the panchayats to augment their sources of Revenue, permit-
ted panchayats to auction fishery rights in all tanks vested in the
panchayats or what are known as L. F. Tanks, as also in drains etc.,
which have no connection with. P. W D.irrigation sources. After
some time, obviously on receipt of complaints that some panchayats
had been misbehaving in conducting auctions, the Government
passed a G. O. directing the' Revenue officials to conduct auction of
all fisheries, in all tanks, channels and water-sources etc., and oredit
the sale proceeds to the panchayat. This system has been in vogue
for the last 5 or 6 years.

Experience during these years has shown that the system of
Revenue officials auctioning has not improved matters, but on the
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b ucted by Revenue Officials ete. It can
ﬁ-ﬂ el bgdei?jzs t:: ndstated ghat the realisations from sales
with : Dj; by Revenue Officers have been very very poor and -
eond;c eﬁmS suffered very much by a substantial fali in their income.
gzz:cr :;Tsons for the fall are also patent. The fish ix.z the pond or
tank have to be carefully preserved a“d. grown. This ean o?ly be
done by the persons interested in res.}xsmg good renials, .[‘hel"a
were many panchayats who used to bring fish and grown them in
tanks so that they could multiply. Panchaysts used ta ke?ep W“_“‘h'

n to see that no ome clandestinely stole fish. Will 4his be
me ible under Revenus contral? The Revenue Department does not
z:iix far the realisations, The Government will not keep"watch.
The village officers not being interested, do not take any }nterest
and no one even reports to them. The resul‘t is, by the tims the
Revenue Inspector gose to the village to auction, mast of he f?sh
disappear. There is a third fdctor that has an important bearing
on the question. In many places fish hava ig be ce.ugh? bafore
rains set in and tanks get filled up or river water gats into the
tgnk. Pish in tanks which are filled with cana§ v'mter in many
delta districts, escape into the canals. As such, the time for holding
auction sales is vary imporiant. Usually t.he most opportu.ne time to
gell is June. But unfortunately, June isa very busy time for all
Revenus Officers, with the resuls ‘a.uctions inva:riably are held
in July or August by which time ﬁsl.x in the tanks eith
or it becomes difficul$ to catch. So‘ 1t is the sad ex
panchayats that at the sales held in Jv:ﬁy or Aug
have besn much less than at sales held' in proper s
chayats. All these factors ha.ve-combmed to materially affect the
sale proceeds of auction of fisheries held by Revenue Officars, -

There is one other important aspect o be considered. Thers
has been great agitation for vesting panc'ha,yats with wider Powers,
In fact some very influential and responsible persons are for giving
Revenue collevtions to panchayats. As such tq take away the
power to hold anctions from panchayats and vest them in Revenue
officers is without justification. Even assuming there maybe o fow
cases where panchayats have not taken sufficient care or sllowed
the suctions in favour of relatives for low prices, that 18 o groung
for removing the power from panchayate as a whole, In the cage
of panchayats there is at least A check or safegusrq, If some body
gends even an anonymous petition to the Government againgt the
panchayat alleging any fraud, the whole

¢ panchayatis liable fo be
sur-charged for the loss. There isat least this fear acting ag sanction

against fraud. Where is this sanction if, 8t a sale held by the

er. disappear
perience of many
ust the procesds
eason by the pan-
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Government officers, some villagers combine and do not bid for the
proper price. The Revenue Officer who has no interest knocks down
the bid even if it be for & low™ price. The villagers re-auction and
make large profits which invariably do not go to the panchayat.
That this has been the state of affairs is a well known fact.

Thus, in every way, it is the panchayat that is suffering. There
is no counter balancing advantage in the Revenue Officers conduct-
ing auctions. On the other hand, it is adding to the already heavy
work of the Revenue Department. In that the receipis have to be
credited to the Government Treasury and re-debited to the Pancha-
yat, there is unnecessary duplication of accounts.

Therefore, it is necessary that the Government reconsider the
whole question and revise the present system.

There is the further question as to the intention of the Govern-
ment in deciding that the sale proceeds shall be credited ta the Pro-
vincial Revenues in the case of tanks as per the classifications in
G. O. No.261-viz.a tof. It is only the “g” tanks that go to the
panchayat. Till now the  Government have been crediting
panchayats the sale proceeds of all fisheriesin all tanks (Local
Board or Government). What is the purpose in classifying
tanks into 8 categories. In the case of (b)) tanks taken out by the
fisheries Department it may well be that no sales are held. But
in all the other classes of tanks (a) to {g) fish will be scld. And as
per the liberal policy adopted by the Government till now, all sale
proceeds of fisheries, grass, wind falls of withered trees etc., are
being credited to Panchayats. We do hope that there is no change
in the policy of the Government in this behalf, and that the Govern-
ment will continue to give to the Panchayats the sale proceeds of

fish in tanks etc.

P

Panchayat Presidents and Permanent advance.

1t is satisfactory to note that the Inspector of Local Boards has
sanctioned that Presidents of Panchayat Boards may keep with them
Rs. 10 as permanent advance. The previous resolution of the pancha-
yat concerned is necessary to put this sanctign into operation.
Therefore such presidents as require this provision will note that
they should get a resolution immediately passed in this behalf. If
the daily needs of any panchayat should require a larger permanen ¢
advance the President of such Panchayat may apply, with reasons
stated, to the Looal Boards’ Inspector for the same. We do believe
this also presumes a resolution of the panchayat on the subject.
Such Presidents as do want larger accomodation will please take the
necessary steps. Wo are sure this present order will be very helpful
4o the Presidents and we hope that, in the future, Governmeyt
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orders of removal of presidents for failure to invest funds in the
Savings Bank will be much fewer.

-~

Circular No. 572—Roads.

Heretofore, Government grants were not available for spreading
kankar or stone over inter-village roads. Now the Government have
decided to give half grants for those purposes. But this provision
will hold good only for the first time that such work is undertaken
on such a road. It cannot be repeated for the same road. Therefore,
panchayat Presidents will note that they have to plan in advance
(1) for culverts and bridges on their own roads, (2) for inter-village
roads and (3) for spreading kankar and stone on such roads for the
ﬁ'rst time and get the best for their Panchayats out of the new provi-
sion.

-
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